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I. Basis of the report 


1. With regard to. the elements of the international apphcation:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 1-14 

pages 
pages 


, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 


, filed with the letter of 


the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 


1-7 


, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 


filed with the letter of 


the drawings: 
pages ■ 

pages 

pages 


1-9 - 9/9 


, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 


filed with the letter of 


I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 


, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 


filed with the letter of 


3. 


2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. - 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language • whicTi is* 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 553), 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 


□ 
□ 


The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 


5. \~\ 7^^^ ^^^^^ established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
and 70 17)^''^ ^ o/7^//7fl/(V y/Ze^/" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial apolic-ibilltv 
citations and explanations supporting such statement "«riai applicability, 


Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 

Citations and explanations 
1. 


Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 


1-7 


1-7 


1-7 


YES 


NO 


The preamble of claim 1 is based on a fixing element 
according to any of documents GB-A-2 152 862, DE-A-3 
447 006, DE-A-3 446 978 or DE-A-3 835 566 mentioned 
in the PCT application. The fixing element in 
question has a fixing section for attaching an 
object to a metal part and a stamp and/or rivet 
section for attaching the fixing element to the 
metal part, a radially and/or conically extending 
bearing surface being provided in the region of the 
transition from the fixing section to the stamp 
and/or rivet section, and the tubular stamp and/or 
rivet section having on its radially inner side a 
conical inclined or cutting surface and on its 
radially outer side a rounded impact- and drawing 
surface, said surfaces meeting at an annular front 
edge at the exposed front end of the stamp and/or 
rivet section. 


2. 


The subject matter of claim i differs therefrom in 
the detailed dimensions and measures given in the 
characterising portion of claim i with respect to 
the inclined or cutting surface, the wall thickness 
of the tubular stamp and/or rivet section and the 
curvature of the rounded impact- and drawing 
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surface. This ensui-es that the formation of swarf is 
prevented. 

It does not appear possible for a person skilled in 
the art to easily derive from the aforementioned 
prior art such a design of the stamp and rivet 
section in the region of its exposed front end. The 
subject matter of claim 1 therefore appears to meet 
the requirements of PCT Article 33(1) to (3). 

This also applies to the developments of the 
invention according to dependent claims 2 to 7 . 


Form PCT/IPEA^409 (Box V) (January 1994) 


